20h January 2019 ~
3rd Sunday of Epiphany
(2nd Sunday after Epiphany)

thank God for them.

Our Gospel tells us of Jesus first miracle,
Notice how Jesus is reluctant to use what God gives Him ~
He tells His mother that His time has not come. But Mary affirms
Jesus and encourages the situation by telling the servants to
do as her Son tells them ~ she affirms God and the Spirit at
work ~ you might recognise that she has the gift of
discernment and offers it for the common good! The Spirit
prompts Mary to reveal something of Jesus to many. There will
be times when you and I will be asked to be Mary to someone
growing in faith ~ are we ready to respond?
The promise you and I are given of the Spirit working within us is
for sharing! Do we get to turn water to wine ~ we would be
shaken if that was to happen literally, though it might, but as
we affirm one another and recognise the Spirit at work among
us the water of our faith will most certainly begin to flow like
the richest best wine and make Jesus known.
Amen.

God of all mercy,
your Son proclaimed good news to the poor,
release to the captives,
and freedom to the oppressed:
anoint us with your Holy Spirit
and set all your people free
to praise you in Christ our Lord. Amen.
Readings:
Isaiah 62:1-5
1 Corinthians 12:1-11
John 2:1-11

OT page 703
NT page 170
NT page 89

(NIV used in sermon preparation).

There is a promise in today’s readings for you and me ~ for each
one of us ~ something wonderful and beautiful something
awesome and challenging. Did you hear that promise as we
listened to the readings or as you read them through while they
were being read?
Listen to the Collect again ~ it has all the clues to the promise
within it ~
God of all mercy,
your Son proclaimed good news to the poor,
release to the captives,
and freedom to the oppressed:
anoint us with your Holy Spirit
and set all your people free
to praise you in Christ our Lord.
What did Jesus proclaim?
Good News to the poor ~ who are the poor? Not just those
without material things ~ the basics of food, clothing or shelter but
any one of us who has a spiritual gap in our lives ~ who does not
understand the provision of food, clothing and shelter that God
provides in His Word, His creation and His Love of us. If we are
honest every one of us experiences a Spiritual gap. Spiritual

hunger at some point in our lives and we can do any number of
things about it!
1.
2.
3.

We can choose to ignore it and fill the gap with other things.
We can complain that there is something missing and be so
focused on the gap that we do nothing to fill it.
We can search and find what God has for us to fill our
Spiritual gap ~ and that starts with hearing the Good News
that Jesus proclaims.

The Good News promises ~
Release to the captives ~ those enslaved by anything ~ those
who need freeing from bad habits or ways that are in conflict
with Jesus’ teaching and
Freedom to the oppressed ~ those who are weighed down with
troubles and woes or the anxiety that troubles and woes might
come their way. Almost stuck ~ sitting waiting for them!
Those promises come through the anointing of the Holy Spirit ~
our hearts being opened to receive all that God has for us ~
healing where we need mending, feeding where we need
nourishment, clothing with garments that protect rather than
exposes us to harm.
So what is God’s specific promise to you in His Word today?
Listen to Isaiah ~
“You will be a crown of splendour in the Lord’s hand, a royal
diadem in the hand of your God.”
You and I are special ~ and in God’s hand each of us is unique. ~
As the children of God, together, we form a crown of splendour.
What does that crown of splendour look like at Immanuel? At
times it has looked tarnished and a bit battered ~ but the Spirit
can give it back the sparkle and splendour. Isaiah gives us that
promise too ~ listen ~
“No longer will they call you deserted, or name your land
desolate.”
Moving on ~ what does Paul write to the church in Corinth? He
tells them, and us, that he does not want us to remain uninformed

~ mislead by what we accepted or were influenced by before
we knew Jesus and accepted Him as the way to faith. We can
only come to faith through the work of the Spirit and once we are
faithful we cannot curse Jesus. Cursing is not just taking the Lord’s
name in vain ~ which we discover we do not like or want to do ~
but is when we really speak out to damage Jesus’ image,
purpose and ministry. You and I will never be led by the Spirit to
do that!
Paul goes on to tell the people that ~
“There are different kinds of gifts,
but the same Spirit distributes them.
There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord.
There are different kinds of working,
but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work.”
And then he adds ~
“Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit
is given for the common good.”
Paul lists wisdom, knowledge, faith, miraculous powers, prophecy,
discernment, tongues and interpretation of tongues as the gifts.
You and I see in each other the gifts and more often the fruits of
those gifts but we are not always very good at recognising what
God gives us or affirming others that the Spirit is at work in them ~
Take a minute to think what gifts and fruits the Spirit has given you
and how you offer them in the family of the church? They may
be fruits that show caring or challenge, encouragement or
patience ~ all displaying that you are living as Jesus asks you to.
As you begin to realise how the Spirit equips you ~ think about
those who He has gifted with the fruit to be an example to you. ~
Who here has shown you something of Jesus?
Do you feel able to go to them and say thank you ~ to let them
know that you recognise Jesus working through them by Holy
Spirit? You can do it now or when we share the peace. If they
are not here this week then do it the next time when you are
both here at worship …. and if they are no longer with us then

